THE DRAMA: COMEDY

fought so valiantly, being affrighted with the ques-
tions of one little Girle, denies his Master, the
multitude deriding in the meantime the Maide that
questions him, and hissing at Peter who denies him.
Among so many Players, among so many shoutes
and ridiculous fooleries, Christ only is serious and
grave. . . > Loe here their own Author declaiming
against Popish Priests for their frequent acting of
Christs Passion, in the very self-same manner as the
Pagans of old did use to act the lives and practises
of their Devill-gods. A sufficient testimony how little
Papists really esteem the bitter passion of our blessed
Saviour since they make a common play or pastime
of it.* After admitting that the Roman Church had
itself disapproved of abuses attending the plays, he
proceeds in the same scornful tone: *But yet to quit
the credit of their Church which might justly be
taxed for approving this ungodly practise they put
this fair glosse upon this so execrable villainy: that
the acting of Christs Passion, however it came to
be abused, was a custom religiously practised and
brought in at first. A most irreligious evasion. . . .
But hath his provincial Councell or Synodus Carno-
tensis . . . abolished this abuse out of the Anti-
christian Church of Rome? No verily, for the Jesuites
themselves are not ashamed to publish to the world,
that instead of preaching the word of God, the fall of
Adam and Eve, with their exile out of Paradise, and
the history of our Saviour, they acted and playd them
among their Indian Proselites. A true Jesuitical prac-
tise beseeming well this histrionicall infernall Society
who have turned the very truth of God into a lie, and
the whole service of God into an Enterlude.' l

In these denunciations we feel the whole soul

1 Histriomastix, pp. 1:2 ff.
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